peastrum Amaryllis
ippeastrum, often called amaryllis is usually
nto flower easily and these bulbs are very
‘Named strains, though a little more
. produce flowers that are far more
iful than those of bulbs sold in the super-
by color only. In the photograph you see
left to right: ‘Belinda,” also shown on the
page, ‘Fire Dance’ and ‘President Tito.” Other
'ms are the so-called ‘Picotee’ strains with a
- margin to the petals. These named
btainable only from specialist growers
il order. Usually it is possible to indicate
the bulbs required. Extra large bulbs
e three or four flower stems.
bulbs may be potted as early as Octo-
pot should not be too much larger than
ieter of the bulb. Set the bulb so that
iIf of it is above the soil. Cover the pot
astic bag and place in a warm position,
a radiator if it is not too hot. Water
I bud appears, but make sure the
not dry out. Increase watering as the

the flower stem has reached 6 to 8 inches
the plant may be placed in a well-lit
 flower. The leaves will not properly




Hippeastrum (continued)

start into growth until after flowering. If you want
to keep the bulb for another season the foliage
should develop at a minimum temperature of 70°F
(20°C). The flower stem is cut off close to the bulb.
Water freely and feed once every two weeks to
replenish the bulb. From September on, gradually
decrease watering until the leaves have died. Keep
the bulb dry in the pot and store the pot on its
side in a cool place. In January carefully replace
the soil-ball with fresh soil and start into growth
once more. A teaspoon of bone meal added to the
soil will help. Bulbs will probably need repotting
after three or four blossoming seasons. Small
offset bulbs can be divided and planted in their
own pots. Given regular feeding they should pro-
duce blossoms in two years.

% Plenty of light but screen from bright sunlight.

ﬁ Moderate: 5000 to 60°F (10° to 16°C) at night. Keep
the bulb at 45°F (6°C) in winter.

-ﬂ Water regularly in the growing and flowering season.
From September on cease watering. Needs good

drainage.
M Moderate humidity.

] Standard potting mix with additional humus. Feed
monthly from January to September with mild liquid
fertilizer.










